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ABSTRACT . _ 

Data relating to population and family planning m 

ten foreign countries are presented in these situation reports. 
Countries included are Burma, Chile, German Democratic Republic, 
Indonesia, Jamaica, Poland, Singapore, St. christopher/Nevis, 
Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela, information is provided, where 
appropriate and available, under two topics, general background and 
family planning situation. General background covers ethnic groups, 
language, religion, economy, communication/ ©ducat ion, medical/social 
welfare, and statistics on population, birth and death rates. Family 
planning situation considers family planning associations and 
personnel, government attitudes, legislation, family planning 
services, education/information, sex education, training 
opportunities for individuals, families, and medical personnel, 
program plans, government plans, and related supporting 
organizations. Bibliographic sources are given, (BL) 
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678,033 sq.km. 
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Total population 


18,766,000 


22,355,000 


27 ,584 ,000 ( 1 970 ) c 


Population growth 
rate 
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Birth rate 
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Urban population 
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GNP per capita 
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1. UN Statistical Year Book 1970 

2. UN Demographic Year Book 1970 

3. Population Reference Bureau Data Sheet 1971 

4. UN Statistical Monthly Bulletin - November 1971 

5. World Bank Atlas 1971 
5, World Bank Atlas 1970 

+ Estimates prepared by UN Population Division for 
x For 1952* Estimate basis unknown. 



1965-70. 



* This report is not an official publication but has been prepared 
for informational and consultative purposes. 
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GENERAL BACKGROUND 

Burma elected to become an Independent State in 1948* after being under 
British rule. Since 1962 the Revolutionary Government under General 
Ne'VJIn has been strictly neutral. There have been intensive efforts to 
nationalise the economy and to reach peace with underground organizations 
which represent separate ethnic groups. 

The capital is Rangoon with a current population of 1,854,897. Before 
independence, the capital was Mandalay. Population density is 41 people 
per square kilometre. 

Ethnic Groups 

65% of the Burmese belong to the Sino-Tibetan family, and 7-8% consist 
of Shans who are ethnically aligned to the Thai and Laotian. 

There is also a Chinese community of some 350,900 and a number of upland 
tri bes . 

Language 

The official language is Burmese and there are several tribal languages. 
English is a compulsory second language at schools. 

Religion 

Freedom of religious worship is the right of every citizen. 75% of the 
population are Buddhists. There are Christian, Muslim and Hindu 
mi nori ti es . 

Economy 

Burma is relatively rich in agricultural, fishery, timber, mineral and 
water resources. Agriculture, fisheries and forestry produce 40% of 
GHP and employ 67% of the labour force. Rice, timber and ether 
agricultural products are the main export items. Until 1964, Burma 
was the world's leading exporter of rice, and although these still 
constitute 60% of Burma's exports, the decline in the rice trade has 
had serious repercussions throughout the economy. The mining of tin, 
petroleum and coal is important. The 8,918 industrial establishments 
recorded in 1967 mainly process primary products, particularly the 
milling of rice. Industry, transport, internal and external trade, 
communications and finance have been nationalized since the 1962 
revolution. Burma receives little foreign aid and investment. 

Communi cations/Education 

Education is free, where available. The educational system was radically 
revised in 1966, and all private schools have been taken over by the 
State. Schools are divided into primary, middle and high schools. Emphas 
is placed on vocational and technical training. There are two 
universities and 37 institutes of further education. 

The Burma Broadcasting Service broadcasts in Burmese, Shan, Karen, Mon, 
Chin, Hindustani and English. There were an estimated 399,000 radio 
receivers in 1969. There is no television service in Burma. In 1966 
there were 27 daily newspapers with a circulation of 231,000 i.e. 9 per 
1000 population. 
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Medi cal 



Expectation of life for those born in 1954 was: 40,8 years for males 

43.8 years for females. 

In 1969 there were 314 hospitals with between 200 and 1,200 beds each. 
Also providing services in 1966, were 2,635 physicians, 25 dentists, 

12 pharmacists, 2,174 nurses and 3,685 midwives. 

Family Planning Situation 

At the moment it is extremely difficult to assess the family planning 
situation in Burma due to lack of communi cation with government 
officials. It is believed that the government is generally reluctant 
to accept the philosophy of family planning. However, in some official 
and medical circles there seems to be a favourable attitude towards 
family planning as a measure for improving the health of mothers and 
children and the development of a healthy population. 

There is a very large number of induced abortions. In 1965, 53,213 
hospital deliveries and nearly 5,000 abortion were recorded. From 
January to March 1969, there were as many as 2,044 recorded abortions. 

History 

A Family Planning Association was formed in 1960 by doctors at the 
Dufferin Hospital in Rangoon. At that time, sterilization was extremely 
popular and widespread. Due to General Ne Win’s Government's strong 
opposition to family planning, the Association’s activity has virtually 
ceased since 1963, 

FAMILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 

Address: (as at December 1966) 

Family Planning Association, 

Dufferin Hospital, 

Rangoon. 

Personnel: In late 1966 the following people were in office: 





Or. 


U. Maung Gale 


- 


President 




Dr, 


U. Ba Thein 


- 


Vice-President 


Services 


Dr. 


Koko 




Secretary 



The National Women's Council run two Health Clinics. They formerly included 
family planning clinics but stopped some time ago. 

Ortho ointment sold as an antiseptic ointment is used as a contraceptive 
ointment. Pills and condoms are available but expensive. 

Training 

16 doctors have been trained in IUD techniques at Singapore, In September 
1969, 6 young Burmese surgeons taking their primary examination for 
FRCSA in Singapore were invited to IPPF Regional Office and given an 
introduction to family planning. 



